
MUNICIPAL PROGRESS 7

IN LOS ANGELES, CÄL.
Some of the Unique Features Which Have

Been Incorporated in the City Gov¬
ernment of That Far Away

Western Community.
In Iiis address before lire National

Municipal League in New York Friday,Charles D. Willinrd gave the followinghistory of '.Municipal Progress In Los
v Angeles:"

"Los Angeles, although established
by Hie Spaniards a century and.a quar¬
ter ago, is, as an American city, not
much over tvvont.y-.live years Ahl. In
those twenty-livo years its population
lias insreased from 11,000 to 176,1*00and with that growth a steady im¬
provement has bften worked out. in
municipal government. One of the
most Important recent events wan the
acquisition by the city, in 1SM2, of the
water system, up lo that lime owned
by private: parlies. Since the change
rates have been reduced until theyI are lower than in iMiy city west id Den,
vor and an annual profit has been
earned sufficient to meed Interest und
sinking fund on the purchase priceand leu neatly half a million dollars
yearly into'bellermeenls. Oilier re¬
cent events in the development of theciy which tiiny be of sutlicient generalinterest lo merit, .consideration arts:
The adoption of direct legislation, or
the initiative/ami referendum, an ex¬
periment with I he reeall. which is a
method by which an unsatisfactorypublic servant may be removed fromollice; the establishment of civil serv¬
ice through all the departments and in-eluding the regislintion of laborers,the radical revision of the fundamental

law of U>o city by n process yf bl-nii-
mini uinctidim-ni. I lie work! lug nut or
a new plan tor the elimination of.-polcs
and wires, ami lite establishment on a
snliil foundation or u municipal organ¬
ization whieh has acliiovoil roinarkablo[victories in the political llolil. T4io
municipal organization is lo come ex¬

it out I be key lb all the rest. This or-jgnuizutinu has a membership of ö.OOÖ
and an anual income of $(i,()0(l, while
no (lilllculty is experienced in raising
addit ioual silius lor Specific purposes,$5,01)0 being suhscriheii in throe days
for ilie last city campaign. California
is une of the fniir Slates iii tho Union
(lint enjoys the hlcssiing of local self-
govexrimonl for cities and thus tlie
main gateway to reform is kepi clear.
I£ ihe people of any city fail lo se¬
cure the best available system of gov¬
ernment, they have no one bul them¬
selves to blame. Taking advantage
of the gclf-goveriiing system, the pro¬
gressive element Mn the city go.vorn-
uieul of Cos Angeles scf ahoilt the
reorganization <if the fundamental law
of the city. Under Ihn old charier tlie
oxccuttlvö functions rested with a
serious of commissions appointed by
tho city Council. The mayor was a
member of these various commissions,
hut was in oilier respects a more
figurehead.' The appointment and
pnwer of removal of these commis¬
sions was transferred lo the mayor,ihiis-clolhing him with direct authority

mid responsibility. A civil service'
commission was established and lhe|competitive merit system was pht in
force. In nearly every department of
the city's service. The bonrd of edu-
eat inn was changed from',' nine mem¬
bers, elected one from each. word, lo
seven, all elected at large. The Initia¬
tive, referendum und reeall were pul
in force. These constituted the prim
eipal parts in the first, batch of amend¬
ments whicli went up to the legisla-
turcdn Iflitlt. That body balked at the'
direct legislation features and Dm re¬
call ami the competitive merit sys¬
tem, ami il looked for a lime as though
iho amendments might Tail of passage.

j'They went into force, however, in
February of thai year.
The second instalment of changes

were adopted last fall ami accepted
by the legislature after a six week
hohl up. The referendum features of
these are: (l). the transferring of the
lime of city elections to the lion-
political years, that is to say liwny
from the years of Presidential or State
and county elections; (L'), the estab¬
lishment of a permanent non-partisanboard of public works, Ihul feat lire of
tin- city's business having heretofore
rested with a committee of the coun¬
cil with most unfortunate rusulls; ('¦'.),
the extension of the civil service lo
all departments and including the re¬
gistration of lahorers: ( I), abolition of
the elective ofllce of street superin¬
tendent, making ii a department under
the hoard id' public, works: (ii), Ihe
preliminary slops toward the consoli¬
dation of city und county nssessors
and tax collector: (ii). limitation of
railway franchises to Iwenly-one
years.
The more enumeration of those

changes will indicate no doubl the ex¬
tent to which the whole system was
out of (rue when (he work of reforma¬
tion began, ami there is lib need to ex-1
plain thai evils so fundamental and of
so long standing cannot be remedied
by the mere enactment of laws. The
adoption of a competitive merit sys¬
tem for example does not mean the
Immediate establishment id a highly
competent municipal service.time
und eternal vigilance ami an educat¬
ed public sentiment all are needed 16
the working out of, thai end. The; Los
Angeles civil service; commission has
adopted stringent rules with respect

to Mio participation In politics of city
employes, ami a practical <luimmstra¬
tion was given of tlie working of those
rules by the removal rif several viola¬
tors. Heretofore our city conventions
have been largely ilomiuatcil by directcity ball inlluences. ami lh<* caucuses
anil primaries ami polls on election
.lay have been rim by city employes.
This practice has now ceaseil with a
marked improvement in the field of
cliy politics. The fear experienced by
many partisan workers that under the
new regime nobody would hi; left lo
manage politics has been shown In he
entirely baseless, for a groat body of
citizens thai, heretofore manifested Inn
little Interest in such mutters are now
making up and taking an active hand.
Tin; direct legislation provision of Ihe
chillier has been actually used hut
once so far, In I he case of he enlarge¬
ment nf ihe area In which packinghouses might he creeled, li is to bo
employed again in connection with the
auli-saloon movement. Twice the re-
tpiirod number of signatures lias lytch
obtained lo petition to submit lo tin;
voters tin- question of Ihe abolishment
of Sil loons.

'"Il will conic tn a vote and tho peo¬
ple having givcon their decision the
Sitpromo Court will be appealed to for
a ruling on the constitutionality of
direct legislation. Ru' the entirely
unique feature of the Cos Angeles
charter is the recall. If is a plan
whorchj if twenty-live per cent, of an
oleetlve officers eonstliulonta sign n
statement to Iho effect that they are
dissatisfied will his course, an elec¬
tion is called forthwith ami he must
contest for the place as to the remain¬
der of the term, with any thai may
ho nominated against, him. The recall
lias been actually used once and pub¬
lic opinion now strongly favors the
system. Iis value as a permanent
political institution cannot he deter¬
mined by i>ne experiment, but there
are certain object I ions Dial were of¬
fered lo the system before its adop¬
tion which our two years of experience
with il seems to have abolished. One
was Hull il would discourage good men
from seekingolllce. Two mouths after
the recall election, the regular munici¬
pal nominating conventions were held
and a larger percentage of good men

(Continued on fourth page)

Complete liue of Spring aud
Snmmer Huts, in all Hie new
shapes and shade?, including an
immense, allowing of the finest
assortment of Straw Hats ever

brought to this city.

Makers öi the Clothes We Sell.

All the new weaves in the
Celebrated Manhattan Shirts
now on display; both detached and
attajched (Mill's, in plain white
and fancies,
$K5() to $3 GO

Also a large range of our own
make, both detalclud and
attached cull's, $1 00.

SPRING and SUMMER CARNIVAL of Fino Tailorod=Roady-to-Wear Clothing now in progress; at the BIG STORE yon will soo table after table
ladoned with, the choicest models of the season. OUR lino of CLOTHING is byfar the handsomest and nobbiest to bo seen in tho city, every garment carefullyTailored and put together by tho most skilled workmen. Each and every suit
within the walls of tho Big Store bears tho label of quality, and eaeli packagowrapped with our personal guarantee, YOUR MONEY BACK IF DISSATISFIED.
We handlo such renowned brands as HART, SCHAFFNER '& MARKS, Chicago.The world's famous Fitting WASHINGTON CO. CLOTHING and tho youngman's pride, /College Brand Clothing of New York city.

FINE CLOTHING

find
We are showing the handsomest assortment of
Hand Tailored Clothing that skilled labor eau
make, in all the new shades: Black. Blue (Jrennsh
Gray, Mist Gray, Brown, Invisible Plaids and the
new Pin Check, both Single and Double Breasted,
cut medium long, with the new Waist filling PEGTOP Trousers.

sc.üi.oss v>mb & go.
im CLOTHES MAtaiRS

At$16.00,SI8.00and $20.00
Von have the choice of our line of ImportedFabrics, made in the most Fashionable style,Single and Double Breasted effects, in a carefullyselected range of patterns, such as are only shownby Werthcimer & Co., each garmsnt guaranteedHand Tailored and a fit warranted. This line embraces tho long stylish and manly coat, broad shoulders, handworked button holes, and the famous Peg Top Troueers.

500 Pairs of Men's Stylish Peg Top Trousers Just Received, including Cuff Bottoms, $2 to $5
Children's;

Clothes
Visit Ibis «ibpftiiment for

nil tliö Inte»! ftuls Tor the lit¬
tle man. Every stylo mon-

llonablo will be seen, and

iirices thai are rlgJ»t.

$1,50 to $5,00

Hero you will (find U udarwear for
everybody, large and small, in everystyle ot fabric. See our line of
Imported INDIA Crepe Underwear;
it is,a beauty. A full Hue of French
garments always on hand.

JO. to'$5.00 Mic

Boys'
Clothing

' Tlici largest line of Boytft
two-piece suits ever shown
in the city, both single and'
double breasted, In nil tho;
new and nattypatterns.

S2.8010.S5 60

WANT A CORRECT FIT
Wh&fs tho ditfofn

once whether they
arc blno or iii ey or
brown or blaÖK.
so long as tlioy.ai'ö
iViöhlönably design-
od, corroctly ent,
wol 1 - tail or od, of
high quality fabrics
and perfect in fit.
And t.hats pre-

oisoly what wo of¬
fer yon in
Wilkins - Jenkins Superior
Tailored Suits, $10 to $25

.ALSO-

Crosselfs Shoes--SJ50. $1, $5
llawcs Hals.Straws and Pells

Gent's Furnishings COPYHICHT «OS BY
TriE MOUSt OF KUlTCNhlMR

OUTFITTERS 2614 WASHINGTON AVI:

If so, you would he delightedwith a "Redii'or'' rod'a no} reel. 1
are (lie finest rods on tho mar¬
ket. In heauty, strength and
resitienoy they aro inimirpaBFed,

represent the only advancement
and actual improvement made
in reeln in twenty years. They
are perfection itself for both flyand bait casting.

Write for handsomely illus
trated art catalogue of tackle.

© Increased Ability© Increased Salary,.U Others have.why not you?
m * WX Conmiit the international Correspondence SgSchools* Ollicen, rooms'.)-11 (Joleinan llldg.,01 r> WaRhington Ave.

i| T. L. FARRAB, Representative. g

IS]
HBcaaBiBaBiaBaBBBBMaagn
Laundry elpanlinosr. on tho nno hand,

on tlie other makeshift washhig-
more hlnrr at sturchiiig.which will
you clioosn?
Wo do tho host work of any Laundryin tho tituio. Call ns ..)) by 'phono, dr.jcall on our driver to call for your work, gToth 'plumes No. J.O. \ «

Hotel Warwick Laundry


